
Village of Croton-on-Hudson 

Water Control Commission Meeting of 

June 22, 2011 

 

PRESENT:  Stuart Greenbaum, Chairperson 

   Mark Goldfarb 

   Charles Kane 

   Al Mazza 

   Vita Rhodes 

 

ALSO PRESENT: Daniel O’Connor, Village Engineer 

 

 

1. Call to Order. 

The Water Control Commission Meeting of June 22, 2011 was called to order at 7:30 

P.M. 

 

 

2. New Business: 
a) AT&T Corporation – Croton River Boring Project: Replacement of coax cable 

with new fiber optic under Croton  River. 

 

Mr. Todd W. Atkinson, Engineer and Project Manager for J. Robert Folchetti & 

Associates, L.L.C. presented the application for a wetland permit, which was supported 

with extensive documentation.  He explained that the boring would be 600 feet in length 

and the tie-ins to the manholes at the end would require a trench one foot wide and 

approximately 96 feet in length.  A conduit would be placed first, and the fiber optic 

would be fed through the conduit later on.  The diameter of the existing coax cable is 2 ½ 

inches, while the diameter of the new fiber optic would be 4 inches.  The spoils from the 

bore would be vacuumed out as the boring was taking place and the material from the 

trench would be put back into the trench.  He said it had taken about nine years to get to 

this point in the project because of the required easements, financial issues, and 

sponsorships. 

 

Chairman Greenbaum asked why the project was being proposed.  Mr. Atkinson replied 

that currently there is fiber optic on both sides of the Croton River and the coax cable 

under the Croton River was the weakest link in the AT&T landline network from New 

York City to Albany.  It is constantly getting worse, and with the passage of time will 

eventually be no longer functional.  The project would produce a communications band 

width16 times larger.  He also explained that the coax cable would be left under the river; 

it would not be functional, and had been deemed more harmful to the environment if 

removed. 

 

Mr. O’Connor asked if the disturbed area would be reseeded, to which Mr. Atkinson 

replied affirmatively, adding that the area in question was not a manicured area.  Mr. 

O’Connor then requested that AT&T stake out the route of the trench in case any of the 
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Board members wanted to visit the area.  Mr. Kane said he would indeed like to visit the 

site.  Mr. Atkinson said he would do so. 

 

Mr. Kane also had questions regarding the September 21, 2007 letter from the New York 

District Corps of Engineers to AT&T authorizing the work.  Condition #2 mentioned a 

contractor education program for onsite personnel.  Mr. Atkinson said there would be a 

professional engineer onsite the entire time.  Mr. Kane’s second question was whether the 

required coastal zone management concurrence or waiver from the New York State 

Department of State (NYSDOS) had been submitted.  Mr. Atkinson said he would submit 

the waiver. 

 

Mr. Goldfarb asked how long the project would take, to which Mr. Atkinson replied 5 

days.  Ms. Rhodes wanted to know if there was any hook up with cell towers.  The 

answer was no.  Chairman Greenbaum then asked what would be the worst possible 

scenario that could happen.  Mr. Atkinson replied that it would be to frack out 

(misalignment of bore hole).  Should that happen, they could back out and create a 

secondary bore, but there was no anticipation of any issues. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Kane to refer the application to the WAC for a preliminary 

determination of consistency.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Goldfarb.  The motion 

was passed unanimously. 

 

 

3. Approval of Minutes: 

 

Mr. Goldfarb made a motion to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2011 Water Control 

Commission Meeting.  The motion was seconded by Ms. Rhodes.  The minutes were 

approved 4 - 0 in favor; Mr. Kane abstained having been absent from that meeting. 

 

 

4. Adjournment: 

Mr. Kane made a motion to adjourn, which was seconded by Mr. Mazza. The meeting 

was adjourned at 7:55P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Toni Cruz 

Secretary, Water Control Commission 


